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interference with the currency, there is no evidence that it
had any part in the rebellion. The king had, however, seen
the strength of the Temple in Paris when forced to seek
shelter in it, and had been impressed by the measures taken
to defend the fortress against the mob. The great tower
of the Parisian Temple, built early in the thirteenth century
and situated opposite the Louvre, had always been obnoxious
to Philip, and he bitterly resented the right of the Order
to high, middle and low justice which interfered with his
authority in his own capital as well as reduced his revenues.
He knew that the Templars had fought in Italy against
Frederick II and taken part in other contests at the command
of the Pope 5 and he also knew that the brethren had in 1298
fought against Scotland on the side of the King of England
and had intervened in other struggles in which the Church
was only indirectly involved. Philip may therefore have
feared that the Temple would combine against him, not only
if so ordered by the Holy See, but even if bribed by a foreign
prince.
It is probable that Philip sincerely believed that the
Templars aimed at the establishment of a kingdom for them-
selves in Christendom. The Teutonic Knights were winning
a territory in Prussia from the pagans j the Hospitallers were
wresting the island of Rhodes from the Moslems $ but against
whom would the power of the Temple be used? The
Temple was strongest in France and closely associated with
the French nobility, and it might attempt to overthrow the
monarchy. There is not the slightest indication that the
Templars had any such ambition; but the suspicious Philip
may have thought that the Templars, who had been almost
self-governing in the East, would hanker after a kingdom
of their own and that it would be his kingdom. The Order
had no more than five thousand members in France, of whom
only about a tenth were knights, but the organisation was
international and the brethren stood together. In all the